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Arts  

Music: 
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Our schedule shows that the first period of the day for grades 5 - 8 is an activity 
period.  Reading, projects, community led programming goes on during that time.  
Each student is also expected to be involved in at least one performing art (drama, 
acting out, chorus, band, jazz band, NHDI). .  For a small school, we have something 
for everyone.  Many of our students choose to do more than one performing art, 
some do something different everyday. The elementary students are involved in the 
arts and music several times throughout the week. Art and Music are integrated 
throughout the curriculum on a daily basis. 

Our music program provides opportunities for all students to learn at high levels 
and express themselves in meaningful ways.  Students have music class k-8.  This 
allows each student to gain an appreciation early on for music.  Once a child enters 
the 4th grade, he/she can choose an instrument to play.  Students are provided with 
large group, small group and , at times, individual instruction  

Students have access to any tools/instruments they need: computers, sound systems, 
microphones, art supplies, instruments, etc.  We do not have many limitations when 
it comes to supplies needed to aide with our studentsÕ music experience. 
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Our grade level music classes, chorus, band, jazz band, and dance all have health 
and safety aspects to them.  Students are taught how to properly clean their 
instruments and keep everything sanitary.  During performances, students stand on 
risers.  Safety instructions precede each of our performances and when practicing 
with equipment that poses safety concerns.  
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As with all of our ÒspecialÓ areas, our music teacher integrates with the regular 
classroom teachers.  The teachers provide the music teacher with the units on which 
they are working.  In some instances, the music teacher helps to teach a lesson.  
Fifth gr ade students recently made rain sticks as part of an integrated unit in social 
studies.  With these instruments or with more traditional instruments, the teacher 
gives the students the opportunity to create music as they focus on learning concepts 
such as rhythm or harmony.  

As the students reach mid to upper grades in Marlborough School, their level of 
musical sophistication increases.  They learn to read music at a higher level and are 
able to sing and play music in accordance with their skill level and interest. 
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Our music director works hard to provide our students with a very well rounded 
music appreciation.  Our students sing, play, and dance to a wide range of music 
genres such as folk, rock, jazz, classical, and sacred.  Our students learn the 
background of the style of music as well as the story surrounding the composing of 
the arrangement and the writing of the lyrics. 

Furthermore, music education is integrated in our social studies units.  As the 
students learn about different time periods in our nationÕs history (Revolutionary 
War, Civil War, Pilgrims and Native Americans, etc) our music teacher is able to 
provide assistance with the content and instruction of the music impacting the 
particular era or people group. 
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We write across the curriculums.  Our students use a CollinÕs Writing approach to 
open response questions and essay writing.  Music class provides us with an 
opportunity to critique and comment on the various songs and styles.   

Students do develop raps, songs, and music at Marlborough School.  This does 
happen in music class, but more importantly it happens in subjects like math, social 
studies and science.  Students regularly perform raps, songs, or poems that they 
have composed in our monthly school wide community meetings.  We have had 



many geography/social studies raps and poems as well as songs about what students 
have learned in science class. 
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Looking solely at the area of music, our students get a nice foundation of 
understanding how and why music impacts and often defines cultures.  This is not 
solely done in our music classes.  The majority of the ÒbackgroundÓ and cultural 
awareness comes from the daily integration of the arts in other classes.  For 
example, our world language program incorporates music and art into every class 
she teaches and integrates cultural awareness with all students k-8.  Through music 
and art, Senora teaches her students a world language and a deep appreciation for 
and understanding of other cultures.   
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Our students use technology in every class.  When developing projects, students will 
insert graphics and music to enhance the overall affect of the presentation to the 
audience. For instance, when students do PowerPoint presentations, they will 
stream music and/or video into the slide show.  

We are not currently using technology to create or perform in music.  

*
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Our students have the wonderful opportunity to be taught by a music teacher who 
plays professionally and was recently hired at the organist in the town church.  
Donna Dearth has wonderful connections and brings in Monadnock Music, 
ChildrenÕs Stage Adventure, NHDI instructors, and other professional 
musicians/performers. 
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All of our teachers adhere to state standards.  Marlborough School is part of SAU 
29 and therefore follows the SAU 29 curriculum guide for instruction.  Assessments, 
both formative and summative assessments are utilized.   The assessments are a 
mixture of performance based and more traditional teacher-made quizzes.   
Recently, SAU 29 has started to have grade level teachers and subject area 
specialists across the SAU 29 schools get together to develop common assessments.  
This work is on-going 
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As stated above, all of our teachers adhere to state standards.  Marlborough School 
is part of SAU 29 and therefore follows the SAU 29 curriculum guide for 
instruction.  Assessments, both formative and summative assessments are utilized.   
The assessments are a mixture of performance based and more traditional teacher-
made quizzes.    

The music program naturally supports the authentic assessment of student learning 
outcomes.  Students take part in traditional quizzes/tests as well as performance and 
non-performance based projects.  Our chorus, band, and jazz band perform 
together twice a year Ð near the end of each semester.  Their performances are final 
products of a half year of learning.   

 

Visual Arts: 
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Introduction of the promethean board has greatly increased the use of technology. 
PowerPoint presentations and internet usage occurs on a daily basis.  Being able to 
pull up on the board any famous/historical piece of artwork where everyone can see 
is a great benefit when introducing lessons and explaining techniques.  The 



expansion of clay equipment and having the kiln within easy access has added 
potential and actual opportunities for students to sculpture and mold.  Our printed 
resources help us further develop cross-curriculum integrated curriculum.  
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All art supplies meet standards of safety bases on age and non-toxicity.  We also do 
not carry any art supplies with wheat, egg, or nuts Ð taking into consideration our 
students with allergies.  All cleaning supplies are green and safe to all.  Different 
types of scissors are on hand appropriate for a large range of ages. 
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Integration of the core-curriculum is practiced through all grades throughout the .  
A calendar has been created outlining each coreÕs class curriculum throughout the 
year to make it easier to plan and integrate. 

!"#$%&#&'()*+$,-,./"#0*12)&&$*3#&456,7*5.7/#'2/5&.*5.*($&%"$*457'"$*"#/*".6*"#/7=#,$"/,6*A6".2,;*-'752;*
/),"/,#C*)57/&#0*".6*2'$/'#,?*

Each year, Marlborough School employs a resident artist to teach all students.  
Resident artists are on the NH approved educational artist registry.  This spans 
visual arts, music, dance, and theatre. 
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We often use rubrics in visual art classes that are assessed by peer or self.  Group 
discussions include by are not limited to aesthetic judgment and appreciation. 
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Learning art history is integral t o learning art and perspective of social and cultural 
changes of our society throughout time. References to all aspects are covered with 
all artwork and its relationship to society of it time period. 
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Technology must be utilized in instruction of lessons (video, computer, promethean, 
internet, etc).  Digital Pictures taken by teachers and students are utilized in 
presentations. Technology and art are integrated throughout the day.  In computer 
class, students learn to use programs that enable them to manipulate, enhance, and 
create graphics.  This skill is utilized throughout their core academic classes.   
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We have videos on art careers that we show periodically throughout the year when 
appropriate with a particular medium.  It is also discussed and presented throughout the 
year. 
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All visual art lessons are designed with learning outcomes aligned with the state and 
SAU 29 standards.  Assessments are aligned with these standards and are generally 
in the form of a rubric.  
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Assessments are in the forms of: Rubrics (teacher, peer, and self-assessed), teacher 
observations, and teacher-designed written assessments. 

Theater: 
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Students may use digital tools to create songs,  raps, and dramatic readings.  
Students are given art materials to create props for skits, plays, and classroom role-
plays. 
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When engaging in such activities as cutting, sewing, or painting, students are 
carefully supervised.  Since ÒSafetyÓ is one of the ÒQualities of a DukeÓ that we 
recite frequently,  the theme is a familiar one to our students. 
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Marlborough School has dance, drama club, and improvisational drama electives 
available for grades 5 Ð 8.  A week-long residential theatre program is brought in 
annually for grades 1-6.  Through these programs students have the opportunity to 
play theatre games as well as prepare theatre productions.  They practice verbal 
and non-verbal expression. 

Those students who do not choose the aforementioned electives use role-playing and 
skit-writing as a part of the regular curriculum.  For example, students may be 
asked to write a puppet show demonstrating how a particular dilemma in American 
history was handled. 
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Students at all grade levels have the opportunity to attend professional theatrical 
productions at ÒThe ColonialÓ, a nearby Theatre.  Productions have included 
African ChildrenÕs choirs, Poetry Slams, and Historical Dramas.  Our art program 
often combines elements studied in classroom novels.  These have included pottery, 
calligraphy, and weaving projects. 
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Many of the dramatic works in which the students view or act provide teaching 
opportunities for healthy choices.  Such themes as cooperation and anti-bullying 
have been used in plays. 
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Theatre by nature expands the studentsÕ thinking and perception of the world 
around them.  Before starting a play, the students talk about the setting of the play.  
This often involves cultural and often historical perspectives.  To be able to act out 
what is on paper, the students need to visualize and understand the circumstances 
surrounding the story line.  The plays are used as a lesson to help students 
understand exaggeration, simile, and metaphor.  Plays/skits such as Casey at the Bat 
show how poetry (rhyme) can be used to tell a vivid story and produce a humor and 
feel that other more Òtraditionally writtenÓ plays do not necessarily do.   

Our music teacher, Donna Dearth, helps introduce our younger students to the 
power of drama by inviting ChildrenÕs Stage Adventure to our school to work with 
our students. In one weekÕs time, a cast of elementary and middle level students 
rehearse and perform a play.  Last year, they performed The Princess and the Pea.   
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We have not provided instruction in using technology as ways to create, perform, or 
respond in theatre.  There may be potential for this in the future given the new stage 
and promethean boards. 
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During drama club, ÒActing OutÓ, and New Hampshire Dance Institute, students 
observe adults who have careers in the performance field. ChildrenÕs Stage 
Adventure also provides the students, k-8, with another example of individuals 
whose careers are on stage.   

*



*
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We do not currently have formal local assessments for learning outcomes in theatre.  
When students engage in role-playing or skits as classroom projects, they are given 
feedback regarding their effectiveness in communication. 
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When students perform in skits, plays, dance, or improv, they are given immediate 
verbal feedback regarding their effectiveness.  We do not currently assess theatre 
skills through such instruments as tests and quizzes. 

 

Dance: 
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Our students, grades 5-8, have the opportunity to take part in New Hampshire 
Dance Institute (NHDI).  The members who join experience what it is like to 
perform using live music, both instrumental and vocal.  Each practice is conducted 
with the use of a piano and accompanist.  The end performance at Keene State 
College offers an orchestra and live vocalists. 

The students do not use a lot of computers and software.  However, they do 
integrate the visual arts into their routine.  For example, last year, Marlborough 
team members designed and created a work of art that served as the backdrop to 
their live performance. 
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NHDI prides itself with providing a safe, active, expressive program.  All students 
start out by warming up and stretching, important for any physical activity, 
essential for dance.  Plenty of space is provided for each dancer so that he/she can 



learn and make mistakes without fear of injury.  We provide half the gymnasium 
for the 20 to 30 student class.  Instructors are sent to us from the NHDI and are well 
trained.  These individuals dance as their livelihood.  They are well aware of what 
safety measures need to be taken in order to ensure success. 
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This is the core of NHDI.  Students observe, listen, visualize and attempt.  Students 
make mistakes and try again.  The fitness level, the concentration, and the ability to 
create are what make a successful dancer. A group of individuals working together 
to create, improvise, and look out for each other is what makes a successful team. 
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Though NHDI is somewhat modern dance, the company brings with it a broad 
range of instruction ability.  Dance naturally lends itself to expressing historical and 
cultural understanding.  The addition of some ballet to NHDI in recent years has 
added another dimension to the experience.  The instructors teach a lot about the 
techniques and art form. 
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Students take part in creating many of their dance routines.  Naturally, after 
rehearsing these routines, the students debrief as to how things went and what can 
be done better.  
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 This is not a focus of NHDI at Marlborough School. 
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Technology is not a focus of NHDI at Marlborough School.  Every ounce of time 
must be dedicated to creating, listening, and practicing using conversation and 
movement. 
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NHDI instructors are hired by Marlborough to come into the school and teach 
dance.  These individuals are career performers and teachers.   
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Assessments are largely formative and authentic.  Marlborough is one of several 
SAU 29 schools that budget for NHDI to come to work with students.  NHDI is in 
charge of assessments Ð not Marlborough School. 

*
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The end of the year performance is the summative assessment for the students.  This 
assessment is not a teacher-designed quiz or test.  Each class incorporates formative 
assessing.  It is all performance based.



 

Language Arts/Reading 
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All teachers of Language Arts have copies the NH Curriculum Frameworks.  They 
plan their lessons in accordance with the standards.  A majority of our Language 
Arts teachers have served on Language Arts Curriculum Committees at the SAU 
level.  The result of this is that teachers have an in-depth familiarity with the 
standards.   
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Marlborough students engage in writing starting in the kindergarten year.  All 
teachers have received training in the Collins Writing Program which facilitates 
early writing.     Accommodations are made for those with graphomotor challenges.   
In addition to Collins Wri ting Activities, teachers follow the Writing Process for 
essays and research writing.  Students engage in peer revision in order to clarify 
their thoughts.  They practice sequencing in their writing across the curriculum.   

Because of our fairly small school community, students have many opportunities to 
practice oral expression.  Classroom experiences include many group projects that 
culminate in oral presentations.  Monthly community assemblies are open for 
student groups to present poems, speeches, and plays.  These opportunities are for 
everyone, not just a select few, which might be the case in a larger school. 
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Verbal skills are practiced daily through our responsive classroom morning 
meetings. Middle School has daily classroom discussions and students give oral 
presentations periodically. Following the Collins Writing program, students use 
Type I writing.  We use multimedia as well as text to support diverse experiences. 
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Teachers provide direct instruction at each grade level to all students in language 
arts. A variety of literature is used including fiction, informational text, anthologies, 
poetry, as well as text books (Houghton Mifflin).  Independent reading opportunities 
are found throughout the day. For instance, middle school students have the chance 
to read independently self-selected books for 3 hours a week.    

Books are available in each classroom and our Library Media Center houses 7, 813 
books (4,033 informational text with a full lexile range for pre-school to adult, 2,055 
older fiction, 1,725 picture books).  In addition we have audio books on cassette, 
compact disk, and in downloadable versions.  
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Marlborough elementary school teachers have been trained to administer and 
interpret diagnostic tests such as NWEA, NECAP, DIBELS, STAR Reading/Early 
Childhood Reading, and KLA. Results from these tests enable us to group kids at 
the appropriate various ability levels when needed. Students can be identified as 
needing special interventions. Tests are administered periodically to monitor 
student growth, for example NWEA is given in fall and spring each school year. 
STAR tests are given whenever needed to track progress.    
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Marlborough staff has received training on Collins Writing, Wilson, and various 
intervention programs.   



Through professional learning communities teachers are discussing and sharing 
current research and the development of new language arts programs. We are 
teaching reading strategies to be used in all content areas.  

 

 

Health 
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Marlborough School offers health class for grades 5-8 as a regular part of the 
academic schedule.  Grades k-4 incorporate topics of health throughout the entire 
day, from stressing the importance of hand washing to eating appropriately and 
nutritiously.  Mr. Mason, our middle school health teacher, works hard to bring in 
speakers to talk about various health issues such as smoking, disease, bullying, sex 
education, and wellness. The students are given much exposure and demonstrate 
good understanding of the subject matter. 
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Marlborough School offers health class for grades 5-8 as a regular part of the 
academic schedule.  Grades k-4 incorporates topics of health throughout the entire 
day.  Students are encouraged to engage in discussion relative to issues of health and 
the things that impact health both positively and negatively.  As a partner in 
Cheshire Medical CenterÕs Vision 20/20, Marlborough School has worked to stress 
the importance of low screen time, less sugar intake, and more exercise.  To support 
this, structure has been put into recess to encourage more activity.  Middle level 
students have been introduced to more aerobic activity throughout their day.  Our 
health/pe teacher brings in an aerobics instructor to work with grades 5-8 every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  The students walk/run the other days.  Mr. 
Mason stresses the importance of aerobic activity and its relation to a strong, 
healthy heart.  Students engage in discussions regarding our cafeteria food, our 



activity blocks, and our rules concerning sugar drinks.  Though the health class 
initiates the conversation, the conversation spills over into the hallways, other 
classes, and the community. 
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As stated above, our middle school health teacher works hard to bring in speakers to talk 
about various health issues such as smoking, disease, bullying, sex education, and wellness. 
The students are given much exposure and demonstrate good understanding of the subject 
matter.  He brings these experts in as part of the SAU 29 curriculum.  The students enjoy 
the speakers from Keene State College (nutrition) and from Planned Parenthood (middle 
school sex education) as well as many others.  When the teacher brings in specialists on 
specifics matters, the students know that the subject matter is important.  

We teach the SAU 29 curriculum.  All of the above topics are addressed in our classes and 
throughout the school day.  
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Students take teacher developed and speaker developed assessments.  These assessments 
are often traditional quiz/tests.  Other assessments come in the form of surveys where 
much evaluation and synthesis comes into play. Still others are project oriented. All of the 
subject matter is real-to-life and beneficial to students.  Our nutrition units emphasize not 
only healthy diets but how to eat in a healthy way without spending a lot of money.  

Physical Education 
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Marlborough School is a part of SAU 29 and follows the SAU 29 PE curriculum.  
The curriculum is aligned fully to the NH curricul um framework for physical 
education.  Furthermore, Marlborough School places special emphasis on physical 
fitness and wellness.  Students k-8 have PE class each week.  In addition, our PE 
teacher leads structured activities for students k-8, aerobic activity in the morning 
for grades 5-8 and a structured 30 minute recess.  All of these channels provide 
learning opportunities to develop a variety of motor skills that enhance physical, 
mental, social and emotional development.  Students are daily faced with the 
knowledge that it is important to be physically fit.  Because we have more structure 
throughout our PE/activity times, students are taught to cooperate with others, to 
accept othersÕ differences and to involve themselves in healthy competition.  
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As stated above, Marlborough School places special emphasis on physical fitness 
and wellness.  Students k-8 have PE class each week.  In addition, our PE teacher 
leads structured activities for students k-8, aerobic activity in the morning for 
grades 5-8 and a structured 30 minute recess.  All of these channels provide learning 
opportunities to develop a variety of motor skills that enhance physical, mental, 
social and emotional development.  Students are daily faced with the knowledge that 
it is important to be physically fit.  Because we have more structure throughout our 
PE/activity times, students are taught to cooperate with others, to accept othersÕ 
differences and to involve themselves in healthy competition. 
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We assess with traditional quiz/test assessments.  We use performance-based 
assessments more frequently in our physical education classes.  For example, we do 
not ask students to write an essay on how to throw a ball. But we do ask them to 
show that they understand and can demonstrate that understanding by accurately 
throwing a ball.  This type of performance assessment lends itself very well to 
formative assessment as well as summative assessment.   

Information Technology 
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Students at Marlborough School are taught copyright laws in the library. Students 
are proficient in file management, Internet searching, Internet safety, appropriate 
use of the Marlborough School Network, word processing, spread sheets, and 
presentation tools.   
 
We teach students to navigate the internet and give credit to the creators of 
information, music, images, and text in order to avoid plagiarism by citing their 
resources. The Library -Media Specialist works collaboratively with teachers to aide 
them with research techniques for students and to help them provide references for 
online sources.  

 
We also teach students to protect their passwords. In the Library we review                            
Marlborough SchoolÕs Acceptable Use Policy. 

Students use Microsoft Word and PowerPoint for papers and presentations.  
We use Alexandria as our online card catalog to assist in locating resources in the 
L ibrary.  

Students are introduced to online databases such as EBSCO or Biography Resource 
Center.  Students use online almanacs, encyclopedias, and dictionaries such as those 
found on FactMonster.com.  

The Library web page is a blog where students can leave comments which are 
moderated by the Library Media Specialist.  

Promethean boards are used for presentation.  
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Marlborough Students use computers to develop skills using software and web sites. 
Some examples of the software used are Kid Pix, Google Sketch Up, Tux Paint, 
Math Blaster and Reading Blaster. 

YouTube videos are being used during Enrichment for grammar rules and during 
Library class to teach about plagiarism. Promethean board lessons are being used. 
PowerPoint presentations are being used in the Library Media Center.  Students 
used Skype last year in Social Studies and have listened to authors speak during 
webinars in their classrooms. 
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Students investigate computer programming in using ÒScratchÓ software. 
 
ÒScratch is a programming language that makes it easy to create your own 
interactive stories, animations, games, music, and art -- and share your creations on 
the web.  
As young people create and share Scratch projects, they learn important 
mathematical and computational ideas, while also learning to think creatively, 
reason systematically, and work collaboratively.Ó 
http://info.scratch.mit.edu/About_Scratch 
The components of a LAN (local area network) are covered in grade 3.  
Students are taught how to use digital cameras, scanner, and USB devices 

Students are taught to use desktop and laptop computers with a variety of software 
applications. Microsoft Word and PowerPoint, ActivInspire, and Alexandria are all 
taught in the Library Media Center.  Students use the Promethean Board. 
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This year students will be using http://ict.sau29.org/login/pages/user.php for 
portfolio development. This site allows for student comments, teacher feedback and 



student work. In the past, students have been saving portfolio material in a common 
folder where they could include artifacts from class assignments and projects.  
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This is not done at Marlborough School. SAU 29 was developing a rubric for 8th 
grade assessment. This has not been completed. 

Mathematics 
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Marlborough School is part of SAU 29.  SAU 29 has recently revised its curriculum.  
It is aligned to the NH curriculum frameworks for mathematics and to the new 
common core. 
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Marlborough School uses a wide variety of resources to enrich our curriculum.  
Students implement manipulatives on a regular basis as an introduction to new 
skills for concrete applications. For example, Hands-On Equations are used at the 
middle school level to teach multi-step equations. Also, Promethean Boards are used 
to promote interactive learning. Students actively participate on the Boards to 
generate solutions to problems as well as explain their reasoning and justify their 
answers. Students can use My Skills Tutor, a web-based tutorial program, at school 
and home to reinforce and/or enrich their current program of study.   

Students are encouraged to challenge themselves in mathematics. Students can take 
Algebra I at the middle school level. We have also enrolled students in the Virtual 
Learning Academy Charter School to take high school level Geometry. 
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As stated above, Students are encouraged to challenge themselves in mathematics. 
Students can take Algebra I at the middle school level. We have also enrolled 
students in the Virtual Learning Academy Charter School to take high school level 
Geometry. 

All students receive instruction in accordance with the SAU 29 mathematics 
curriculum.  Tools for implementation are as follows: Trailblazers (k-5); 
Mathscapes (6-8) Ð both are heavy with manipulatives and writing. 

The middle school level also uses a differentiated focus activity called Fast Facts to 
promote fluency and accuracy of basic facts including multiplication, division, 
fractions, decimals, and geometric figures. Students can move at their own pace to 
promote mastery.  

A daily intervention/enrichment period has been established to help all students (k-
8) in the areas in which they personally need help.  For example, if a student is 
found to have difficulty in the area of fractions, they will be provided supplemental 
instruction in that area.  If a student has already mastered content, they can be 
further challenged at that point.   
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The elementary students are taught in such a way that inquiry and experimentation 
are experienced on a very regular basis.  Students are often asked to solve a problem 
in several ways.  An example of this is 1st grade; the students are given geometric 
shapes and asked to find three different ways to create the same picture using 
different numbers of objects. 

We have an integrated science class for grades five through eight that allows the 
students to take mathematical concepts and apply them their science laboratories. 
Examples of skills are graphing slope, conducting surveys and analyzing the data, 
interpreting data to make predictions and inferences, and applying formulas. These 
authentic tasks promote student decision-making and encourage students to defend 
their results.  
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DIRECTLY FROM THE MATHSCAPE HOMEPAGE  

ÒMathScape is a comprehensive, middle grades mathematics program developed 

with funds from the National Science Foundation to address the National Council of 

Teachers of Mathematics Principles and Standards for School Mathematics. The 

Standards aim to promote mathematical literacy, including an ability to explore, 

conjecture, reason logically and to use a variety of mathematical methods for 

problem solving. MathScape was designed to support these goals and is based on the 

premise that mathematics instruction and curriculum materials in the middle 

grades should:  

¥ be designed to promote learning for all students;  
¥ center on investigations that engage, challenge and inspire 

students;  
¥ explore rigorous mathematical concepts that will prepare 

students for continuing study; and  
¥ engage students as active learners of mathematics.  

The MathScape curriculum encourages students to learn mathematics by doing 

mathematics, by using and connecting mathematical ideas, and by actively 

constructing their own understanding. The curriculum materials help teachers 

create an inviting, exploratory classroom in which all students gain mathematical 

power.Ó 

Trailblazers is an interdisciplinary tool, primarily in the areas of language arts and 
science.  The series is not a full science curriculum but is use to supplement science.  
Much experimentation is used in Trailblazers.  This lends itself to inquiry and 
problem solving.  With the heavy use of manipulatives and a focus on explaining 
answers and procedures, Trailblazers promotes multiple ways to solving a problem. 



Science 
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Marlborough School is part of SAU 29.  We follow very carefully the SAU 29 science 
curriculum k -8.  Our teachers take part in summer science institutes within SAU 29.  
In this curriculum, themes of Physical, Life, and Earth Space sciences are unified. 
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Through inquiry and integration, our science curriculum encourages and enhance 
the students multiple skills with observing, classifying, measuring, inferring and 
organizing.  Some example labs are as follows: Nature walks to observe, document 
photograph, make diagrams, discuss finding in the nature trail behind our school.  
We also use science charts and field guides to identify trees, plants, tracks, and 
rocks on the trail. 
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The science program uses co-teaching approach throughout grades 5-8.  Science is 
integrated with technology and mathematics.   To enhance this, our computer 
specialist is also teaching 5th and 6th grade science.  Because math, technology and 
science are integrated, computers, calculators, gps, etc are used for experimentation 
and problem solving. The topography surrounding the new school facility has also 
provided us with many more close-to-school outdoor learning opportunities that will 
enhance every area of our curriculum.  

Our school focuses on recycling, composting, conservation, etc. Third grade is in 
charge of collecting and weighing the amount of paper recycled.  Parent volunteers 
help with this endeavor.  Our 5th grade teacher just received a grant for a new 
composting device.  Data is collected during our school lunch to look at waste, what 
to do with it and how to reduce it.  The school also received an 80+ thousand dollar 
grant to purchase and set up many solar panels.  Data from this resource will be 
used in lessons as well. 



We use handheld electronic devices, microscopes, magnifying glasses, measuring 
tools, etc.  Our microscopes are nicely utilized to view insects, pond water, human 
cells, plant cells, etc.   
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As stated previously,  through inquiry and integration, our science curriculum 
encourages and enhance the students multiple skills with observing, classifying, 
measuring, inferring and organizing.  Some example labs are as follows: Nature 
walks to observe, document photograph, make diagrams, discuss finding in the 
nature trail behind our school.  We also use science charts and field guides to 
identify trees, plants, tracks, and rocks on the trail. 

Students write lab reports and research reports.   CollinÕs writing techniques are 
promoted, and APA format is used for all research oriented reports.  Most reports 
have written, verbal, and artistic parts to the projects.  Students write a report on 
their findings, they present in front of the class, and they present a visual aide at 
they give the report.  

*

Social Studies 
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Marlborough School is part of SAU 29.  SAU 29 has developed a Social Studies 
curriculum aligned to the NH curriculum frameworks.  
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There are various ways students at Marlborough School demonstrate these skills 
throughout the grade levels. 



In grade three students have created Marlborough history books containing colored 
sketches and facts.  It required students to do research, rough and final drafts.  In 
the process, kids learned what the culture of Marlborough used to be / is currently.  
Residents of Marlborough have been invited into the classroom to help paint a 
picture of current day culture.  Students compare and contrasts were done with the 
lifestyle of a child then / now. This was quite interesting and provided a wealth of 
discussion / learning in the classroom.  In the process of constructing history books, 
children looked at pictures and read information to complete their books.  That 
coupled with direct instruction exposed them to how someone made a living in 
Marlborough, what they did, and how those jobs changed over time.  Children 
learned about goods and services then / now. 

In grade four studentsÕ research historical figures from New Hampshire.  They 
analyze the NH Constitution and examine how laws are made in the state 
legislature.  They have state legislatures visit and speak to them about the process of 
making laws.   They read Scholastic News on a weekly basis.  They have created a 
school newspaper entitled, ÒDuke NewsÓ, it covers sports, current issues in the 
school, classroom surveys, etc.  They also complete a New Hampshire historian 
project. 

In grade five students use Scholastic News and write about current issues, 
examining written comments on political comics and their meanings. They also 
analyze political campaigns and slogans. They create advertising for their school 
store and compare them to advertising found in local papers.  

In grade six students study Geography, Ancient World Civilizations, Economics and 
the Middle Ages.  During the Ancient World Civilizations unit students discuss 
public issues that led to government development during the Classical Age 
(Oligarchy, Monarchy, Tyranny, and Democracy). They role play historical figures 
and simulate important decisions made for their societies.  When learning about 
Economics, students simulate the development of a business.  This includes making 
decisions about the product they will produce, marketing their product through 
advertisement strategies, and gathering survey data to determine the type and 
quantity of products needed to be successful. When studying about the Middle Ages 
students learn the societal structures during the time period and compare/contrast 
structures of today.  They discuss public issues of the time and recognize the various 
steps taken to resolve conflicts between leaders and empires.  

In grade seven students study United States History from Native Americans to the 
development and implementation of the Constitution and Bill of Rights.  Students 
debate historical events that led to the American Revolution.  They do analysisÕ on 
primary documents created and distributed throughout the colonies.  Documents 



such as the Declaration of Independence and Common Sense are analyzed and 
discussed.  They research historical figures of the time and discuss how they used 
propaganda to gain support for their positions on specific topics.  They analyze 
politi cal campaigns and slogans.  They also review spoken debates on current issues, 
written comments on political cartoons and interpret their meanings.  Students 
learn about societal changes that have occurred in the United States that led to the 
development of democracy, the Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

In grade eight students study United States History from the late 1700Õs to the 
Progressive Era (1920Õs).  They examine government policies for the nation and 
foreign countries. They simulate debates (1800 election), discuss the emergence of 
political factions and compare them to todayÕs politics. They write persuasive essays 
on Early Reforms and examine how conflicts were resolved. (Seneca Falls, 
Declaration of Rights)  

They research and analyze primary sources about the American Industrial 
Revolution, examining the shift in work force from agricultural to industrialization.  
They learn about the development of corporations and how unions emerged for the 
work force to ensure safety, the hours in a work day, and pay compensations.  They 
analyze conflict resolution when studying the Mexican War and the Civil War.  
They simulate pioneers during Westward Expansion, making decisions about 
supplies needed for the trip, trails to take and addressing hardships.  They also 
simulate immigrants during the early 1800Õs.   They research immigrants, analyze 
push and pull factors and try to gain citizenship by responding to questions during 
their walk through Ellis Island. (Classroom designed like Ellis Island, with stations 
and inspectors.)  
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At Marlborough school students have several ways to practice citizenship in the 
school and community.  In grades K-8 students have the opportunity to become a 
Student of the Month by participating in community service.  They have visits from 
both local and state representatives having the opportunity to develop questions and 
comment on the representativeÕs views.  They compare and contrast, local, state and 
federal government positions and responsibilities.  Third grade students learn about 
the types of services available to residents such as post office, library, road 
maintenance, police, fire etc. They sort through and learn what decisions are made 
in town and what aren't.  In the past, guest lawmakers such as Molly Kelly and 



other local representatives have visited the classroom to help teach about the 
decision making process.  Children created interview questions and took notes as 
well. 

In grade four students visit the State House and the NH History Museum.  They 
have advocated for issues that arise in the school by surveying the student body and 
presenting needs and wants to the principal.  They learn about constitution day, 
have voted for a class president and participate in mock elections.  Grade eight 
students volunteer on a regular basis at the local Friendly Meals program.  In grade 
seven students have developed a Historical Quest about their town, researching and 
gathering data from the local historical society while using geographical tools to 
develop a walking tour of the town.  Grade six through eight students participate in 
the New Hampshire and the National Mock Elections.  Grade seven students have 
the opportunity to participate in the New England Heritage tour sponsored by the 
local YMCA.  Grade eight students have the opportunity to participate in the 
American Heritage tour to Washington, D.C. also sponsored by the local YMCA.  
Grade seven students have the opportunity to speak with a local lawyer when the 
school participates in the New Hampshire Bar Association, ÒLawyers in the School 
DayÓ.  On Constitution Day students analyze parts of the United States Constitution 
(Preamble, Articles, and Bill of Rights). Social Studies curriculum in grades K-8 has 
been aligned with state standards and curriculum maps have been developed on an 
SAU level.  Grade three social studies curriculum is based on Community, grade 
four on NH History and grades seven and eight United States History. 
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Marlborough students have opportunities to acquire knowledge, skills and develop 
attitudes necessary for effective participation in history, civics, geography, and 
economics. Students are given a broad range of real life experiences along with 
simulations.  They compare/contrast different countries throughout the world.  
They learn about various cultures and how the United States has become a Òmelting 
potÓ.  Grade 4-8 students participate in the National Geography Bee.  Third grade 
students learn all basic map skills such as compass rose, giving directions, scale, 
types of maps, and physical features, etc.  Students have made maps of 
Marlborough, calculated approximate distances, and have been required to write 
about how topography can shape an area's culture.  For example, having many 
waterways in area created a thriving textile business.  Life went from homesteading 
to industrial mills fairly quickly.  Grade four students also participate in the Great 
Mail Race and the Iditarod Project.  Students have a broad range of instruction in 
local, national and world history.  They are given opportunities to simulate 



economic activities from running the school store, creating their own business, and 
tracking the stock market.  They learn about different economies around the world 
along with the economic cycle.  Civic opportunities are provided on a local level and 
citizenship is promoted throughout the curriculum. 
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K-8 students have daily instruction in social studies.  All strands of social studies are 
addressed in the curriculum.  Teachers have developed curriculum maps which 
include essential questions, objectives, instructional activities, and assessments 
aligned with the state frameworks.  Students learn about the three branches of 
government, New Hampshire and United States History. 

 

Technology Education 
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Students do investigate computer programming in grade 3 using ÒScratchÓ 
software. 

ÒScratch is a programming language that makes it easy to create your own 
interactive stories, animations, games, music, and art -- and share your creations on 
the web.  
As young people create and share Scratch projects, they learn important 
mathematical and computational ideas, while also learning to think creatively, 
reason systematically, and work collaboratively.Ó 

http://info.scratch.mit.edu/About_Scratch 

Internet search strategies are developed and refined along with web page evaluation 
throughout grades 3-8.  Safe searching skills are started in grade 3 with web page 
evaluation ending in 8th grade. 

The components of a LAN (local area network) are covered in grade 3 
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Marlborough School does not have a vocational technology program. 
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Students have a sixth grade economics project that ties in with the Social Studies 
curriculum that allows for the creation and marketing of products.  
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Parts of this is covered in the science and math curriculum however, É 
Marlborough School does not have a vocational technology program. 
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Students at Marlborough School do not use small machines and processes. 
Knowledge of a safe work environment is covered in science lab safety. 
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Industry and technologyÕs relationship is covered in the 8 th grade science 
program at Marlborough S chool.  
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Solar energy is one of the larger units in the 7th and 8th grade science curriculum. 
EXAMPLES AND/OR EVIDENCE É  
Guest speakers, Bulletin board displays, Economics Project 

 

World Language 
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1.     Provided 8th graders with career counseling in 2009 in a bilingual setting. Students 
learned about community and answered a personal interview survey to help them 
decide what they might like to do with their life. 

2.     Providing career vocabulary in 8th grade through the textbook, Expresate. 

3.      Providing middle school students the opportunity to work on power point 
presentations, do research on Latin American countries and how to place their work 
into their e-portfolios. This helps them practice maintaining their work in a filing 
system on the computer. This helps with computer keyboarding and accessing files. 

4.      Provide the students the opportunity to understand about doing service learning 
work and volunteer work in the local community and abroad through the Heifer 
International Project: An organization that teaches people how to help communities 
in poverty and empower them to improve their lives while doing this through 
sustainable ways on the earth. Students look at a variety of cultures through 
readings, videos, DVDs, and writings to make decisions on how they could make life 
different for themselves and others. Guest speakers come in to discuss Heifer 
Internation al projects abroad. 

5.      Introducing students to Hispanics and Hispanic Americans in our own community 
on a monthly basis to see what opportunities and careers exist in our own 
community and compare and contrast them with opportunities they can have in 
other countries. 

6.      Students view videos about other cultures to see how others live so that they can 
make decisions about what they want to do with their own lives and ways to help 
others. 

7.      Students are required to write a postcard from a Latin American country on the 
computer and e-mail it to me. 

8.      Students have had pen pals from Spain and gained insight into other cultures and 
the possibilities that exist in education and careers from the information gathered 
about these pen pals and their families. These letters were typed on the computer so 
they increased their keyboarding skills in a foreign language; using new insert pads 
for alphabetical differences. 
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1.        Students are practicing beginner level greetings and dialogues from Kindergarten 
through 4th grade. Costuming helps with real life dialogues. 

2.        Students begin to learn the alphabet in 2nd grade and how to create sentences. They 
act out a story and then print the story in the target language: (Examples: I am a 
pumpkin, I am a bat, and I am a bird) 

3.        The students in Kindergarten Ð 4th grade are continually learning songs, poems and 
stories that they memorize from continual use on a weekly basis. These poems, 
songs, and stories relate to the season, a particular cultural festival or holiday for 
example. 

4.        Students are reading from the Promethean board, the white board or hand-made 
posters on a weekly basis when they have class (1 Ð 2 times per week). They sing it, 
memorize it, and then read it from the board or poster. 

5.        Students speak more often due to the Rassias Methodology of teaching (started in 
2009) where every student is called on to participate in spontaneous speaking for 
more than 10 times each per class. 

6.        Students read children books with me (out loud) in a circle or simple children books 
on their own in the target language.  

7.        Students in 5th grade are able to write a 5 lined paragraph as they each complete a 
chapter book called ÒThe Book of the Good LifeÓ. They write a paragraph about a 
crazy body, a house, an animal, themselves, and their family historyÉall in the 
target language. 

8.        Students play verbal and active games with props to help increase their vocabulary 
and proficiency and fluency in all grades.  

9.        Poem recitation and memorization is required almost on a weekly basis. 

10.     Dramatic dialogues help with target language proficiency and fluency (4th and 5th 
grades) 

11.     Students listen to native speakers on tape and need to circle answers on a sheet or 
fill in the blanks from what they are listening to. 



12.     Interactive web sites are offered on our Spanish classroom web site for further 
involvement in the class or in their own homes. 

!"#$%&#&'()*+$,-,./"#0*12)&&$*3#&456,7*&33&#/'.5/5,7*8&#*7/'6,./7*/&*6,4,$&3*"*>.&:$,6(,*".6*
'.6,#7/".65.(*&8*/),*."/'#,*".6*2&./#5%'/5&.7*&8*/),*#,$"/,6*2'$/'#,A7C*/)#&'()*707/,-"/52*5.7/#'2/5&.*
".6*"2/545/5,7*6,75(.,6*/&*,."%$,*7/'6,./7*/&*5.2#,"7,*>.&:$,6(,*".6*'.6,#7/".65.(*&8*/),*2&'./#5,7;*
2'$/'#,7;*".6*"//5/'6,7*&8*/),*3,&3$,7*:)&7,*$".('"(,7*"#,*%,5.(*7/'65,6 . 

1.         Students meet and greet Native Spanish speakers on a monthly basis in their
 classrooms. 

2.         Students have pen pals that they write to (or use the computer for keyboarding
 experience) to increase their knowledge and understanding of countries, cultures,
 and attitudes. 

3.         Students watch videos and DVDs on other cultures and discuss with their peers
 what they have discovered from their viewing. 

4.         Students do book and computer research on other countries and cultures and share
 them in a presentation to their peers. 

5.         Students read books about other cultures with their teacher all year long. This
 increases their knowledge and understanding of other countries, attitudes, and
 cultures. 

6.         Students investigate recipes from other countries and prepare foods for fiestas in the
 classrooms. 

7.         Students study the geography and climate of other countries to increase the
 knowledge and understanding. They watch videos and DVDs to enhance this
 knowledge. 

8.         Students read books with the teacher about other cultures and discuss what they
 have seen or heard to increase their knowledge and understanding. 

9.         Students participate in a variety of cultural festivals throughout the year to better
 understand countries, cultures, and attitudes. 

*
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